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Ax 


Delegates from the People, 
Late in Connexion with the Rev. Mr. Welley, 
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Ebenezer-Chapel, Leeds, 
IN AUGUST 1797. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
BY a printed letter from Mr. SroxRHOoUs x fo the friends 


in ſeveral places, the truſtees, leaders, fc. were re- 
gueſted to ſend delegates to Leeds, to attend an adjourned 
meeting, on the 31/4 of Fuly, 1797- On the 1ft of Auguſt 
the meeting was begun, On the zd, when about ſeventy. 
truftees, 9. were preſent, a motion was put and carried, 
of the laſt importance to the Methodiſt connexion; That it, 
that the preachers ought to admit two or more delegates from 
each diftriat to fit with them in the conference, and help in 
diſburſing the colleAions, making taws, Cc. The reſolution 
of the meeting was ſent into the conference, but the preachers 
avould by mo means ſubmit to it. hey pofitively refuſed to 
admit of delegates into the conference. They learned 
afterwards from a committee of preachers, that delegates 
would not be admitted into diftrit meetings. And when it 
wvas propoſed fer them to fit in à room near the place where 
the, conference” aſſembled, that_no new law might be enacted 
without their ſpecial ſanction, this privilege they ' would not 
grant. A number of delegates, from focteties whoſe conſti- 
tuents were determined on a reform, continued to meet with 
the truftees, at the hours 4 aſſembled, after tbey were 
thoroughly convinced, that the preachers would not allow 
them their privileges. Though many of the truſters came to 
Leeds without having ſeriouſly examined the fubye&#s that now 
agitate our body, yet before the meeting conctuded, one ſenti- 
ment ſeemed to prevail. That it, that the conference ought 
to deviſe a way in which the people could be united to them 
en a ſolid foundation, and have their 3 one for ever. 
They were convinced, that laffing peace could not be reſtored 
unleſe this were effeted. ESA | | 
Thoſe of the atlegates who were not admitted into Mr. 
Doxson's room, whers the truſtees aſſembled, met regularly 
in Ebenezer Chapel, to converſe upon the' fteps neceſſary to be 
taken for our future proſperity. When the truſtees did net 
meet, the delegates in favour of a reform, met with their 
friends in 'Ebentzer Chasel. Several things were mutually 
agreed upon by them, for the good of the connexion at large. 
But as many of thoſe delegates met in Mr. Dobſon's room, it 
was judged moſt expedient not to form a regular-meeting in 
Ebenezer, till the truſtees had adjourned'their's.  ' (| 
However, left the conference Lali think that the friends 
met in Ebenezer were determined to divide, without making 
propoſuls for unity, it was agreed upon on the pub inſtant" to 
ſend the following letter to the conference, with the out-lines 
of a plan for future union, annexed to it. 


— 


Dran Farutns AND Baururtn, 


WE came to Leeds with no other deſign than to ſeek 
| the glory of God, in the future proſperity of 
Methodiſm. When the major part of the truſtee-meet- 
ing did not think proper to admit ſeveral of our friends to 
acet with them, who were delegated from the people, we 
thought it neceſſary to meet together, to converſe upon 
ſuch ſubjects as the preſent ſtate of our affairs ſuggeſted. — 
When the truſtees were not aſſembled in their room, thoſe 
of our friends who met with them, attended with us. But 
we refuſed to form ourſelves, when together, into a regu- 
lar meetings becauſe. of their union with. the other meet- 
ing: However, that no time might be. Joſt, we reſolved 
to enter upon buſineſs. Left any ſhould declare, that our 
meeting was an avowed ſeparation, without any provi- 
ſion for future unity; we mutually agreed to draw up, and 
preface what we ſhould attend to, by the following decla- 
Fatons ;-— | 


> 


« At a meeting of the People's Delegates, held at Leeds, 
the third of Auguſt, 1797, in Ebenezer Chapel, it was 
unanimouſly agreed, That the meeting ſhould proceed to 
organize their plan of future conduQ, according to the 
ut moſt of their ability and in formation; and * þ — 

ä eciſions 


0 


ne 


Dreck Hom 


($7 
decifions ſhould remain in full force untill the iſſue of the 

committee of preachers and delepates mould be known ; 
but if the iſſue of that meeting ſhould be favourable to our 
views, all the proceedings of this evening, in regard to 
. -provihons ſor a new itinerancy, ſhould be null 
aud void.“ 6 | 
When the preachers rejected the propoſal from the 
truſtees, and refuſed to admit delegates from the diſtriéts 
into the conference, our hopes of reconciliation languiſhed : 
but when we heard the reſult of the meeting, held be- 
tween a committee ↄf delegates and ſome of the preachers, 


. we were conſcious that nothing could reſtore peace and 
unity, without the ſingular interpoſition of Divine Pro- 
vidence. But as all things are poſſible with God, we have 
agreed to ſend in to the conference-the particulars we have 
drawn up and agreed to; for our future eonduct. If the 
preachers can unite with us upon this, or a ſtmilar rom! 
we ſhall exceedingly rejoice, but if they are reſolved not 
to do ite muſt divide. Becauſe all that we propoſe 
appears to be founded on the {criptures,. and in every re- 
ſpect both — odd juft. fo III 

t- - nn 0 Reeg nn r JOHN SHORE. 

to 72 2b Wen 229.1: rte r Aut „n ut, 

3% r.'LEF'one or ore goed, Hh by nutty 

on | meeting, compoſed of truſters, Rewards, local preachers, 

4 and Traders, attend, with, an equal number of travelling 

: | 


preachers, at the diſtrict meetings, poſſeſſed of equal 
But | powers, tc tfänfact all bakdefs "relative to the: refpettive 
pu” | © circuits which they repreſent... EN ION 


et- | . Let truflees fn gel matters ee ee A8 it 
ved reſpects their powers of truſt for the people, have a dele- 


gate in diſtrict meetings, and in conferenck, during the 
ume of their particular bußn ess. 
Let theſe deſegates whey aſſembled together at a 
ela- dif „ e one or more from their body to at- 
tend an eqgal num eee teachers at ihe con- 
fefence, Thiele delegates ſhall poſſeſs equal powers with 
w2"] the travelling . preachers, in every reſpect. 5 ſhall 
do carry in all the public collections, and aſhiſl in 1 75 
the them. No new laws or rules mall be made, without their 
_ c 


E 


concurrence; and all the laws and rules re ſpect ing diſcip- 
line, that already exiſt, ſhall only be binding by being 
reviſed, with their ſpecial ſanction : particularly thoſe laws 
and rules made ſince the death of Mr. Welley : and the 
22252 of the Nee ball ceaſe when the conference i 1s 
ended. | | 
4. Let members by readined 5 into blen ie the followin Y 
manner :- 1 155 Ty - 

1. No leader ſhall bein _ \ perſon- to Fu travelliog 
preacher ſor a note of admiſſion, until he has met four 
times. No. perſon received on trial only, ſhall. have his 
name in the claſs-paper, \ 20 Every, perion ſhall be con- 
ſidered on trial untill he has met in claſs. two months. 
3. Every, leader ſhall bring a lit of thoſe perſons who 
have met, two. months, to the leaders panes The 
preacher ſhall xead ye lit in the meeting, and i the ma- 
Jority approve, be ſhall receive them into, Connexion, in 
the ſociety mesting, the Sunday, eyening. following, by 
, pa oye and, prayet · 4. The Jegders ſhall Woe. thoſe 
_ perſons who ar received, timely notice in their re- 
ipeftive cat $08 The Naa 4 + preachers, 
mall judge of e whether ariſing from modeſty, 
natural relations 


6, Let e hep exeldded from the ſociety in the fol- 


10 
| In 25 164 ck lege their rickets quarterly, or 

601 ei 20 — 9 a ſufffelent feaſon being "given, 
rel dd Uh Nies. No member ſhall be 'privately put 
ufo ociet I 
2. Beef dd leader" "matting; the ben 
; [nr] quire whether there be uny in their 

Aiffereßt el 155 (Hat do hot meet regularly, or ' walk 
— Ae, Wills het Pe weß be Yeproveld x —— "Whether Tuf- 
4 e 'hifve be Veen fe to redlaim tem 
Tpbe prescher allt if the mrRy judge them un- 
worthy ee fact in the 15 1e Exaude them by croffing 


their mes pepe. Ne perſon" ſhall be 
agel Teck wee have been adopted. But if 
any perſon iht Hm ſelf ugErie ved; he ſhall have a fair 


trial by a jury choſen from among the ſociety, he 
chufing five, and the leaders“ meeting chuſing an equal 
number, and the travelling Preacher. wang ſhall bave 
he Og Yoke, voice. u er A n An 


— 
Py 


large towns, and, in, N let nox al the 0 
forward, deemed ſufficiegtly apquaigte 


1 ps think it hi 


paſed at, 0d ee 


1 


6. The method of chuſing leaders. 1. In new places. 
leaders ſhall be appointed by the mutual concurrence of 
the travelling preachers, and the people. 2. But in 
other places, When a new.lcader is wanted, the leaders” 
meeting ſhall nominate; a perſon to ſupply the claſs for 
one month, and if the claſs approve of the nomination, 
the perſon ſhall, be appointed but if a claſe be diſſatis- 
fied with the leader, they ſhall late their complaints to 

the leaders? meeting, and ſhall hate them properly at - 
tended: to: Other leaders ſfiull be appointed till the 
majority of the ela ſo are faxis fd. If any inube minority 
cannot lob mit, they ſha! be admitted to meet in what 
c!aſſes they ple ale, ptovided their ions are deemed 
valid by 20 pore a the leadert meeting. 

Let Au ek ointed : to. or removed from 
their office,” by ths 5 rence Ahe weir pan of a full 
leaders? meeting; ; notice thereof Ved Previouſly given 
in the ſaciety meeting. D YI 

8. Let tio circuit, bende at ppoi Tinted to, or removed 
from their office, Without the Landtag '6f n thajority 
of a e meeting „ and let no tqwn' or ' circuit 
ſtewards abide longer in that office 1 tan two years, unleſs 
in particular caſes, e agreed pod by x the brethren 
that are preſent in ſuch 'a quarterly meeting. But in 

warde be 
er \perſogs can, be brought 
ned Cub the 1 ihe, buli- 


9. Method r local agel Wa toy If ; any 
uty to, pxeach am us, 11 him 
Hirt conſult his Jeder on the ſubiekt, ; then let the 


changed, at once, un 


neſs. 


leader ,mention itito,2-leaders' avecting f and they ſhall 


give their;apinjon. for on vgvinſt, hie, 44, Let 


- no .perſog.a ag 4 loca), f 000 91 re fed 34 "7, 
Approved by a majority af. à full le 


—.— 
rs, el e pe 
al, preachers? ae eke e he 0 


Let h non hay e a; 


.meetiug;; oy es 


ische circuit. — OMB mol lad wat} . N bars 
"+688 ' "Ns . nihud- 


uf : bes A: Pat 4 zac, 


ee eb ” Ans ddd] wilt any Serta LA po 
kimſc!f to pray, erben, and 2 * ure 2 pri 1 


1. 1 


10. Let no perſon go out to travel under any pretence 
whatever, untill he be mentioned and approved of by a 
majority of a leaders', local preachers”, quarterly, and 
diſtrict meeting. But if there can be no local preachers“ | 
meeting held in a cirenit,.the.decifion of the Oy three 
woceiage ſhalt be ſufficient. \ . 

14. 1. Let ou per ſba hoe adinitteq; io Fall connexion, 
until he has traveHed four / years: 2. Let no perſen 
received on trial, be admitted into full connexion, withe 
out being recommended b the two laſt cireuite where 
he has travelled, expreſſed 1 in writing from their quarterly 
ge + to th diet meeting and the-conference; 

#2, Let every private member of Tociety,, cenfured or 
expelled, Who thinks himſelf aggrieved, and cannot have 
redrefs in the place where he reſides; have a power of ap- 
pealing from a leaders“ meeting, and have a fair examina- 
don gf his caſe before the brethren in the quarterly meet - 
ing, and theit deciſton ſhall be final, unleſs in very parti - 
calar cafes. *AddVevery truſtee, ſteward; local preacher, 
and leader, fhiall have an appeal from che quarterly to the 
diſtrict tueeting 5 where every thing mall be fully examin- 
ed; and finally (etrled+ unleſs rhe caſe: be ſo particularly 
important, that an appeal to the conference; be e ne 
celfary by * majority 'of char py oy "fy" 


ne Bitloag: anfs wer was l incloſiag the. Nele 
ed Addreſs of the Conference,: ( e 5 ou. n 
vl be dhl be end of Foe ere a 
238 e 3 5 11 01 r A 
Wie received Jour 19255 dad" it. Was OW in the confer- 
ence, and the incloſed is the anſwer. In behalf of wr 
canfergnce, we. are affeRtionately yours, Ke. 
Leds, Aug 17 T. Coke, Preſdent. 
a 1 | 1 1 S. Bradburn, Secretary. 
When Meſtrs. Thom, ery” Taylor, and "Eversfield 
had joined as; And the other meeting was adjourned, we 
formed ourſelves into a regular meeting on the gth, and 
proceeded*to huffnefs!, Wm. "Thour y was e Preſi- 
N ade Re an Secretary. 
2 1. What 


Oo onſent, 1 *y mmolinel take the matter jatd convideration, 
and 0 ** the wajority of mat meeting deem the moſt proper, 24 


1 


D. 1. What places, ſeeking a redreſs of - grievances, in 
the connexion, are defirons of ſupporting a new itineranty 
ſince that redreſs cannot be had ? 75 
A. A part of the Sheffield ſociety and circuit. Alſo of 
Nottingham, Banbury, Burſlem, Macclesfield, Cheſter, 
1 Wigan, Bolton, Blackburn, Mancheſter, Old- 
ham, uddersfeld. Leeds, Epworth, Otley, Ripon, New - 
caſtle, Alnwick, &c. and ſeveral places in thoſe as well as 
in other circuits. 18% 
2. 2. What travelling preachers do we expect will help 
us in ſnpplying them? | ; ' 
A. Wm. Thom, H. Taylor, M. Emmett, 8, Eversfietd, 
A. Cummin, A. Kitham, J. Mort, and J. Mallifon.' Alſa 
J. Grundell, and J. Farrer. ' _ . | 
2, 3. What ſhall be done to get preachers 
vacancies? Ms r | 
A. Let the perſons preſent mention any local preachers 
of good report, ſuitably qualified for' the work, and the 
friends be written to where they live, to know whether or 
not they can be well recommended; and are williag to 
come out, by the choice of the people. 2. Let a commit- 


to fill up the 


tee be appointed to receive information reſpecting any 
local preacher property recommended, and let them have 


power for this year to appoint them where they are parti- 
cularly — 3. Let the circuits be formed upon ſuch 
an extenſive ſcale, that a door may be open for the recep- 
tion of acceptable travelling and local preachers, wheſe 
hearts may be diſpoſed to help in this glorious work. 
4. Let the local preachers exert themfelves every where 
to ſupply the places which particularly defire to unite 
with us; and let thoſe wha are in poor circumftances, 
have ſomething allowed them for the loſs of their time, 
&c. . By their exertious, the places will be well ſupplied, 
till more preachers are appointed ta travel, and the Buda 
will be Tatished;. | 


- +2, 4. Will all the travelling preachers abide with us, 


. for ward, of their on accord, ta our 
e 693.20 $40 00 ele £. *] Meet 
4 4 Me ſſrs. H. Taylor and Emmett have left us. They 
came forward, and ſeemed determined to ſerve our friends, 
hut ſoon left our meeting, without giving any ſatisfactory 
reaſons for their change of conduct. A few remaxks will 
be made on the ſteps they have taken in another place. 


2. 5. How 


[ 10 J 
2 5. How ſhall the preachers be diſpoſed” of who are 


determined to ſerve the people, that cannot be Tatisfied * 
without a redreſs of grievances? 


A. Leeds, een, Oc. Wa. Aer 

* Sheffield,” Ge. A. Kilham. 

Hasle, &e. J. Grundell. 

Llanch eus, teckport, Mace les feld, 65. James Mort. 

Liverpool, Cheſter, ©. A Cummin, ]. Malliſon. 

; North Shields, c. S. Exersfield. | 

3 | 

worth. 
. 5. Who are the committee. appointed to receive 
accounts from travelling or local preachers, and to whom» 
perſons may apply for ; preachers well recommended to 
belp them this year? 

* W. Thoms A Kilbam, 8. Eversfield, E. Oakes, 
R Hall, W. Smd 4. Shore, R. Oaſtler, and J. Dixon. 
N. B. To. expedite buſineſs, it is requeſtled, that 
letters be addrefled to Mr. Dixon, China man, Leeds. 
Every attention will, be given that citeumſtances will 
ami of, o ſatiefy the 2 in every place. 

2, 6. What Wall we. de aeg books for this: 

byann book lim 4 


year? ; . ' 
Let two thouſand of the; la age 
feltival hymns an- 
nexed, be either printed immediately, or purchafed- as 


ama! l edition, with facramental, 


foon as pe) and; let them be ſold on reaſonable - 


terms. Let the Chriſtian Patteru, Primitive Phyſie, 
and other books be purchaſed and cireulated among the 
reöpe Let, the firſt, ſour volumes of Me. Weſleys 
fermons be printed in ſix penny numbers, publiſhed once 
a month, ard be En boat vn ELITE 1 as eat(” 


be deviſed... 
> © 7. When | | 


WIA 


_ At lk; * can pee 3 ppothr a awe ka. for each circyit, 'to 
ſaperintend it with the help of the friends; becauſe we have determined 


not io admit an io travel with us, but perfuhs who are well recommand- 


ed by the people, and brought forward in regular order. We bave no 


doubt. but the commiuee Ee ſaon receive information of e 4 
golpel. 


Archer travelling or local, who will fo ome forward to us In 
If Pro vidence mile on our under kings, we ſhall * Fibiogs 
accampliſted 'by the power of G. | 

WHEEL TE IL + 


*% 


* 


(46 


7. When Thall the next conference be held? 
A. The laſt Monday in May, 1798, at the place 
mutually agreed upon by the different circuits. 


Signed in behalf of the Conferenee, 


; . x 
WM THOM, Prefident;"' 
A. KILHAM, Secretary. 


Leeds, Auguſt 11, 1797. 


te Fa 


WE ate ſorry that circumſtances oblige us to make 
the "following obſervation on the conduct of Mellrs. 
H. Taylor and Emmett: —ln September laſt - year, they 
with the help of Mr. Bramwell, Kc. propoſed ; ſome 
rules for the better regulation of the Sheffield ſociety, — 
The leaders! meeting adopted them, They. were made 

= bleſſing to the people. Although this was contrary to 
the old plan, yet the good effects they produced, cauſed 
them. to: rejoice in their eſtabliſhment. Iu the month of 
November, the letter ſigned by Mr. Bramwell was cir- 
culated. Mr. Taylor and others ſanctioned its publica- 

tion, but withheld their ſip natures," [That letter complains 
more heavily of the Methodiſt preachers in general, than 
any thing that has yet been publiſhed. Early this ſpriog, 
' Meſirs. Taylor, &c. thought their meaſutes had provok- 

ed the preachers to ſuch a degree, that it would be im- 
poſſible for them ever to be reconciled. Several letters 
which they received from different preacbers wore a 
threatening aſpect. Mr. Taylor went down iuto Lan- 
en ſhire, and canvaſſed for a divifion of the connexion in 
ſeveral places ʒ particularly in Liverpool 6 
A n eren gott? een 


c 44 «© -# 
. tn 


) 
Oa his return from thoſe places, he entered with his bre- 
hren, upon forming 2 new conſtitution. After they had 
made a number df new laws, in favour of the people, in a 
large meeting of local preachery, leaders, &c.- they poſi- 
tively declared, unleſs the conference would meet them 
upon thoſe grounds, they would come out and ſerve the 
people themſelves. Early in May, Mr. Taylor ſeat me 
a letter, requeſting I would meet him and Mr. Bramwell 
in Sheffield as ſoon as poſſible. When I came there, and 
had an N. of converling with Meſfra. Taylor, 
Bramwell, and Emmett, I found they were determined 
on a-radical redreſs of grievances, or on a-divifion.nom 
Meſſrs. Taylor and Emmett ſeemed conſcions, that no- 
thing but a diviſton would ſatisfy our friends in diſfereut 


places, as they had vo proſpect of the tonfertnce ever 


acceding+to their imeaſurgs., vat -23rc+ $55 8 he 204-4. 
At the. diſtri meeting held in Leeds, Mr.“ Taylor 
read their new conſtitution to the preachers, aud ſpoke 
ſeveral thinge in favour of the people. The matter was 
referred a the conferegce, They were/confiderdd by 
ſome of the leading preachers as oppoſed tothe cuufet - 
ence; and they did vot fail to repreſent them as diſaſfected 
to the cauſe of Methodiſm. It appears, by the letters 
they ſent, &. chat they | were looked upon as loſt to 
- the' ene OL HOY arg fs 
Since the diſtrict meeting, the friends in Sheffield and 
in the eireuit can bear teſtimony, how much they have 
deelared in favour of religious liberty, and bow loudly 
they have - compluined againkt the arbitrary proceedings 
uf the leading men in our conne tion 
"When Taylor and Emmett came to Leeds in 
| July, they ſeemed determined to abide! by their former 
- declarations. Mr. Bramwell acted very cautiouſly, for:a 
- ſeaſon; ' At length, however, he reſolved to continge 
with the-preachers, let the conſequences attending his for- 
mer condu& be what they might. But Meſſre. Taylor 
and Emmett determined to join us. Mr. Taylor figned 
the following letter, with Mr. Thom; and Mr. Emmett 
ſent « line into the conference afterwards, to inform the 
preachers that he wiſhed to add his name to it, aad ſea re 
the connexion on the ſame grounds, 


Dear 


(ge) 
Dent e | ho ta ar * We | ' pet 0 


N cb ere 1244 mot uiny 

WE ell make, een dur clay in not * 
clarlag out minds ſooner, but only obſeree, that we ede 
the rules in pood faith [alluding tothe reviſed minutes 4 | 
the eonfeNries)- and waited for the eonference10:decls 
its refotution reſpecin 75 the plans of delegation and fol. 
fication. We bannt heſmate aby lon et Inform yo, 
„„ That we believe the people ſhould oy 4 we 0 
with the preachers by eg tes. 2; Phat word ſe 
paration iu the plan of badete dugbe do be fully en- 
plained to the connexion, i brilet Mat the truſlete, — 4 { 
ards, wn leaders may 'underſtand®© the terme of 
ment into which they have entered with Weser. 
And the minority of any ſociety, which deſtret the 
per ofthe Lord, Mud have iv iadminifterdd to them Ta 

Thut many hundreds, perhape thotffüuds of our ped- 
ple are diſſotiiffed with the reſolutionr of the conference on 
theſe (ub lecke. — ow will (be ſcattered at ſheep withourra!! 
ſhepherd” There cee % came tu the toaſer- 
ent determined to continue in unioh witkiobr bree 
thre niit we could uct in ſiacerity of heurt / yet e h] 
feel duvſelves obliged to- declare, That W muß withdraws: | 
and act in union with e 1 the people, 4 whoteſcati o 
mettvag gree with our * ro vir Dien 141 0am 
AO IT rt 444 4, ior, 7 0 4d es 409419 41417 

We feel no Ueſire to bene of ourebrethret v 
diffet fuom us j we belleveꝰ they at! in finceviepowitly aher 
own N and may-beiuſefa) do choſegwWhe ugteer 


3; 


with't ire. ma vy of thbin ỹ with 
whom beg long bon a n 
relucta dot hes I baſe iow ew .rd 6000476195 


ene 350 eee bf a4 Ht - e Deren 


Welurd determined, that we- wil not make either the 


pubpit 'or the thetvehible, of abuſe au (Buvif v hold 
Wen | ſpMik to the int lia eontroterſyia mog 
ot e walf Pest © Wa the lar vis of the. cauſe, -arguindent s 11 


draw! rm abeg vnd theo primie ive vuſtomo of be- 
ee 5/566) "his bh 05 eau, v1] way ee 


+ # %\S FS 


15 


614) 


Praying that the great Head of the Church would hleſe 
the members of his myſtical body in every part, and unite 
us all to 4 in the bonds of divine love, we remain, 


a Brethren, * eee | 
Wa WM. THOM. . 
| nen. TAYLOR, 


"Meſſrs. DEW ads amen due 3 ouy -mertiag-0n 
ihe gih of ag. - They appeared" very [zealous ſor ue, 


* 


and prgpoſed 185 vergl local preachers to. come ont on trial. 
0 


Veſterday in morning we were informed. that Mr. 
Emmett had Fer to the conference. When Mr. Pay- 
lor was. miſſing in, the forgyogn;, ve ſeat do enquire after 
bim, nd to Rom the reaſon. of hig nbt attending with 
2 Ne ſent word back, that ke was very poorly- in body. 
greatly oppreſſed in mind ? he een went ſhe as to 
Fes he-geukd, not live ty d unleſa he were: r elieved, — 
In the meantime, homever, he was exceediagly buſy ne- 
. with ſeveral preacbers- reg Ns return. 
wont to Mr. Mather; and to all-appe 
ter was then Ettled. He wiſhed ma to attend him about 
half. paſt one o'clock. He ſpoke of his diſtreſa, _ 
it would Kill him. to leere old connexiqn.,. 1 lt 
had deligered my. mind freely tohim, zuck be would. 
conſider what he was doing, we parted. Hie authorized. 
me to inform our friends, that he: ſhould not : with 
them any More. oy 1657 
Let che reader 8 4. Mr. T aylor's ee « 
ples evet ſince he came among us, have been fayourable to 
religious liberty. He bas: pleaded forthe ber our 
people, gad bas acted upon his on . in ſeveral 
reſpects. 2. His bringing forward and prevailing, on the 
leaders to eſtabliſh certain rules, contrary. to the old p Pla ary 
in Sheffield, wt a,proof of bis deſire tg.pramote the 
5 the people. 3 His going into Lancaſhire Nis 
23 .to canvaſs for a diviſion, is a proof of his '\motives 
bit time. 4, His drawing up the new conkitution 
fn — conpexion,. in which ſentimęuts 0e con- 
trary to the preſent ſyſtem, is a.farther Re o A8 hay - 
ing declared "himſelf a friendpft the Wl: ſteps 


he took at the diſtriẽt meeting ja Leeds, ra ww 
ti Y 


, 


e the mat - | 


( 3) 


tifyy, that he thought a redical redreſs of grievances was - 
abſolutely neceſſary. 6. His ſolemn and repeated declara- 
tions to the people in Sheffield, and in other Places, that 


he would leave the. connexion, unleſs the rights of the 


were; allowed, and (help ina new; itinerancy, are 
roofs ſo. well known, that every perſon informed of them 
muſt be altoniſhed at bis preſent conduct. 7. His ſigning 
the letter to the conference, after a upon the pro- 
priety of the meaſure for ten days, is a farther e 
tion of his intentions. 8. His coming among us, and be- 
OW" 'help iu ſepplying the places where the peo 


regs velt. preachers, diſcovers his ve. to be fully in 1 
* of the friends of reſorm. 


Kd theſe things are put together, the readeꝝ will be able 
* e bew. ier ia Taylor ved acer dig vo the 
g neee own principles, and former conduch.—auq 
the fole an declarations he had made uſe. of, to ferve the 
- ule of religious liberty, ben be lefr' us: ; I halt wake 
no farther. refleions here, To his own Maſter be ftaods 


oral God is able th art hie o ink. "though. 


friehd#/Mould>ati>fail, and ford al unite Tb him: we 
 commeid dur eaufe, * Sen 8 wo. wy "IE, ad | 


3 deliver.” * 7 bf F 
15 N a) TH IO N 10 * * , 
Lea Mü Heary, Taylor . 24 6 Gal bed aaptessd 


2 mi pprar in our mioutes refpeitie? is con- 
2 * k ls the following note, between dine aud ten 
1 * een of: won, 2 12, 79 en 


5 Ae 4 | „ 


204 5008 A ant Sir, * f 44 * 407 271 X 
nd 10 2 to ſee a piece that 4 ie in 1 2 * _ 
ſteps" you have taken, that if you can 
2 you 


; wax 5 0 objection againſt it, you may. 
mill call about eleven o'clock, or it vil be gone to me 


iſp {and ert 15 r. 5 


"2040! >? 17 75 75 1 b bs | e. your's, . 


e; I. * #5 _ * A. KILHAM. 


EY: note was put into 48˙ own band. When he reful- 
a to call, 3 pe upon only with. two ende to . 
: 2 * | % F919 Bd at 


4 74#1 21 29 tw 2 
vil 


* 


n 
Pray ing that the great Head of the Church would blefs 


the members of his myſtical body in every part, and unite 
us all to kim in the bonds of divine love, we remain, 


Dear Brethren, your's affectionately, 
WM. THOM. 
HEN. TAYLOR. 


Meſſre. Taylor and Emmett came to our meeting on 
the gih of Auguſt. They appeared very zealous for us, 
and. propoſed ſeveral local preachers to come out on trial, 

Yeſterday in the morning we were informed that Mr. 
Emmett had returned to the conference. When Mr. Pay- 
lor was: maſſing in the forenoon, we ſeat to enquire after 
bim, and to know. the reaſon of his not attending with 
us. He ſent word back, that ke was very poorly in body, 
and greatly oppreſſed in mind? he even went ſo far as to 
Tay, he could. not live two days unleſs he were relieved, — 
In the meantime, however, he was exceedingly buſy ne- 
rociating with ſeveral preachers reſpecting his return, — 
He to Mr. Mather, and to all appearauce the mat- 
ter was then ſettled. He wiſhed me to attend him about 
half paſt one o'clock. He ſpoke of his diſtreſs, aud ſaid 
it would kill him to leave the old connexion. After 1 
had delivered my mind freely to him, and be ged he would 
conſider what he was doing, we parted. Hie authorized 
me to inform our friends, that he ſhould not meet with 

them any more. „ 4 * 
Let che reader conſider, I. Mr. Taylor's arowed princi- 
ples ever ſince he came among us, have been favourable to 
religious liberty. He has pleaded for the rights of our 
people, and has acted upon his on principles in ſeveral 
reſpects. 2. His bringing forward and prevailing. on the 
leaders to eſtabliſh certain rules, contrary to the old plan, 
in Sheffield, was a proof of his deſire to promote the wel- 
fare of the people. 3; His going into Lancaſhire this 
ſpring to canvaſs for a diviſion, is a proof of his motives 
at that time. 4, His drawing up the new conſtitution 
for the connexion, in which ſentiments are,avowed. con- 
trary to the preſent ſyſtem, is a farther proof of his hav- 
ing declared himſeif a friend of the people. 5. The ſteps 
he took at the diſtrict meeting ia Leeds, ſufficiently oy 
| | | tify 


3 


tiſy, that he thought a redical redreſs of grievances was 
abſolately neceſſary. 6. His ſolemn and repeated declara- 
tions to the people in Sheffield, and in other places, that 
he would leave the connexion, unleſs the rights of the 
people were. allowed, and help in a new itinerancy, are 
proofs ſo well known, that every perſon informed of them 
mult be attoniſhed at bis prelent conduct. 7. His ſigning 
the letter to the conference, after declaring upon the 
priety of the meaſure for ten days, is a farther dene rs — 
tion of his intentions. 8. His coming among us, and be- 
ing zealous to help in ſupplying the places where the peo- 
ple requelt preachers, diſcovers his view to be fully in fa- 
vour of the friends of reform. | 
If theſe things are put together, the reader will be able 
to judge how far Mr. Taylor a&ed according to the 
ſeriptutes — bis own principles, and former conduct aud 
the fole mn declarations he had made uſe of, to ferve tie 
| cauſe of religious liberty, when be left us. I ſhall make 
no farther reflections Bere. To his own Maſter be ftagds 
or fills: God is able to ſupport bis own turk, though 
friends ſhould all fail, and toes all unite.“ To him we 
_ comme our cauſe, not nn but he will * aud 


deliver. 


Leſt Mr. Heary Taylor mould think basel dnitiered 
in what migh ar in our mioutes reſpeQing bis con- 
duct, L bun 21 following note, between nine and ten 

CO ia the morning of Auguſt 12, 179. ' 


| Dear Sir, 


1 wiſh you to ee a piece that i is in the preſs, reſpe&- 
ing the ſteps you have taken, that if you can produce 
any reaſonable objection againſt it, you may. ' But you 
muſt call about eleven o'clock, or it will be gone to the 
-prels, 1278 ſtruck off immediately. ) 


I am, your's, &c. 


A. KILHAM. 


his note was put into his own band. When he refuſ- 
ed to call, I waited upon bim with two friends, to read 
D 2 what 


( 16 ) 


what ] had written, that he might obje& to any part of 
it, if he could; but after repeated intreatics he refuſed to 
hear aline of it. 


Lrevs, Avg. 12, 1997. A, KILHAM, | 


REMARKS 


On a Letter publiſhed by the Conference, to the different 


Sociaties, dated Auguſt 7, 1797. 


N this letter ſeveral alterations are ſaid to have taken 
place for the advantage of the people. The follow- 

ing is an extract from them: 1. We ate determined to 
publiſh annually a very minute account of the diſburſe- 
ment of the yearly collection, 2, A full account af, tbe 
affairs of Kingſwood: ſchool. 3. That all bills for the ſup- 
port of tenelling preachers-and their families, for;which 
the circuit cannot provide, ſhall firſt meet with the appro- 
bation of the quarterly meeting, and be ſigned by the ge- 
neral ſteward ofthe circuit, before they can be brought 
to the diſtri cmmittee. 4. No circuits ſhall be divided 


till ſuch diviſion has been approved of by their reſpective 


quarterly meetings, and ſigned by tbe general ſtewards. 


5. No other temporal matters ſhall be tranſacted by the 


diftri& committees, till the approbatiov of the reſpictiye 
quarterly meetings be firſt given, ſigned by the circuit 
ſtewards, 6. The leaders' meeting ſhall have à right to 
declare any perſon on trial, improper to be received into 
the ſociety, and after ſuch declaration the ſuperintendeot 
ſhall not admit ſuch perſon into the ſociety, 7. No per- 
ſon ſhajl be expelled from the ſociety for immorality, 
till ſuch zmmorality be proved by a leaders' meeting. 8. 
No perſo nſha'l be appointed a leader or ſteward, or be re- 
moved from his office, but in conjunction with the leaders” 
meeting; the nomination to be in the ſuperintendeat, 
and the approbation or diſapprobation in the Jeaders' 
meeting.” -Some of theſe are improvements of con- 


ſiderable importance Our friends will rejoice, that the 


conferenee have gone thus far. But there are many things 
4 | in 


of 
0 


1 


„„ i Of „ „66 „ 


„ 


in this letter, which ſufficiently prove, that the power of 
governing ſtill remains with the preachers. 

1. Though they have ſaid, “ All bills for ſupport 
of travelling preachers, and their families, ſhall meet 
with the approbation of the quarterly meeting, and 
be ſigned by the general ſteward of the circuit, before 
they can be brouzht into the diſtrict committee,“ yet, 
they have not enacted, that every thing ſhall be paid ac- 
cording to that flatement z not have they declared, that 
the preachers ſhall not have a power to bring any thing 
elſe forward, in the diſtrict meetings and in the confer- 
ence, which were not named jn the quarterly meetings. 
Beſides travelling expences for any that pleaſe to attend 
the conference, aud long remayes of, fapiſigs, Which ge- 
nerally ſwallow up very large ſums gf money, are got, can 
not he ſettled in quarterly meetings... Have, they power 
to hinder: any preacher from going. to the conference ?- 
Have they auy hand in the removal of families? While 
the preachers can travel where, and as they pleaſe, and re- 
move from ane. cot bet of the kingdom to, anpther, aud the 
goats meeting ae ver be conſulted. on the fubject.—— 

ve che preachers ſperificed muchy if any, of their power 
ei . 44 1tF5 Grew Ter 
1 $e r. wy trig appearance of giving up much, 
reſpeQing: the app hintmeat or removal of leaders or ſtew- 
ards, yet, is there any thing given up in reality? The 
ſuperinteadeat..clainis the right of nomination. And 
therefore, though the leaders“ meeting may, reje ſeve- 
ralz:yet-they; müll ſubm it to have ſuch as he pleaſes, while 
the hominatiod reſts ſole)y with him. Praywhere is the 
ſacriftige of payer in this rule? Is it not more in words 
chan in reahiry? 0% 21. bt 1 ; — * a 
3. The rule is confirmed Area local preachers.— 
They Kilt a5, No local preacher ſhall be permitted to 
preach in any other circuit than his own, without pro- 
- ducihg a recommendation from the ſuperintendent of the 
Ercuit where he lives; nor ſuffer any zuvitation to be ad- 
mitted as g pa, but from men in office, who act in con- 
jauction with the ſuperintendent of that circuit which he 
viſits.“ This rule is abſolute. It is confirmed in its full 
force. The moſt reſpectable local preacher in Leeds, can- 
not viſit a circuit in the neighbourhood, if he is ever ſo 

| | B 3 | well 


' 
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well known, without applying to the ſuperintendent for a 
recommendation, nor be admitted if he wake one, unleſs he 
obtain permiſſion from 4. men in office with the ſuperia- 
tendeat of the circuit which he viſits.” Are not theſe 
men in office the colleagues of an afſiftant preacher ?—-- 
From the very letter of this rule we naturally infer, that 
every time a local preacher defires to viſit a circuit where 
he dots not Jive, if it were only half a mile from his own 
habitation, he muſt apply to the beads of two circuits 
for admiſſion.,, 'I'bey;-bave power to permit him to go or 
not, as their own will directe. All the colouring upon 
the rule, while it is ſo abſolutely.expreſſed, avails nothing. 
It is in full force, and every lecal preacher flies in the 
face of the conference, and is liable to a trial, whenever 
he preaches in a circuit without, qualifying himſelf, ac- 
| cording to the letter of this rule. Pray have the con- 
| ference. given up any bf heit power, by reprinting this 
| 


— —ꝛ—ů— — 


rule ? 7 So, ca 4+ > »uSBg Ie” 3201 | 
4. Upon holdiag meetings they obſerve, © As the 
leaders“ meeting is the proper meeting for the ſociety, 
and the quarterly meeting ſor the circuit, we think that 
other formal meetings, in general, would be contrary to 
the Methodiſt economy, and very prejudicial in their 
conſequences. Other formal meetings may be held, if 
they firſt receive the approbation of the ſuperintendeut, 
and the leaders“ or quarterly meeting, provided alſo, that 
the ſuperintendent, if he pleaſe, be preſeut at every ſuch 
meeting.“ Upon this paſſage, let us remember, 1. 
That many preachers have determinately refuſed to ſuffer 
diſſerent publications to be read, or ſubjects of the laſt 
: importance to our connexion to be diſculled, in leaders” 
and quarterly meetings. 2. The friends were driven to 
this aſternative ; either to ſubmit, or hold meetings with- 
out the approbation of the ſuperintendent. 3. Would 
many ſuperintendents admit of a *© formal meeting” to 
be called, to examine their own power and influence? 
And were they to ſet their face againſt ſuch meetings 
before the leaders, and on à quarter-day,, would they be 
admitted on any account. whatever 7 4. Beſides, were 
they admitted while a ſuperintendent is allowed to be 
preſent, and to controul the proceedings of the friends, 
cau they expect any benefit from ſuch mectings? * 
5 the 
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the conference given up any of their power on this 


Read:? | 


5. They have enacted. ſhould the conference make a 
new rule, a major part of a quarterly meeting, in con- 
juoction with the preachers, may refuſe to be ſubje& to 
it for one year ; but if the conference ſee good to enact 
it into law the next year, © it ſhall be binding to the 
whole connexion,” What a ftrange plan is this ! For 
one year, the law can oaly be binding by the ſanction 
of a quarterly meeting in conjunction with the preachers, 
without the conſent of the people. This folely reſts 
however, on the preachers acting in union with leaders, 
&c. In another, the ſocieties may. be without law as it 
refers to that rule. At the en& of the year, however, 
ſhould the conference think proper, the rule muſt be 
obeyed by all who approve, or diſapprove of it. Is not 
this law calculated to diſturb the connexion for one year 
at leaſt, if not for ages? The conference, however, have 
made an arbitrary law to enforce it. They ſay, Never- 
theleſs, the quarterly meetings rejecting a new rule, ſhall 
not by publications, public meetiugs, or otherwiſe, make 
that rule a cauſe & contention; but ſhall ſtrive by 
every means to preſerve the peace of the connexion.” — 
This law is admirably well timed! - Suppofe the preſent 
conference ſhould make a law, while they are aſſembled 
together, that no local preacher ſhall be allowed to ſpeak 
publicly under any pretence whatever, the next year. If 
one circuit ſhould tamely ſubmit to it, and another deter- 


mine not to bow their. neck to this; ſhobld the latter 


publiſh any thing to ſhow the abfurdity of this law, or in 
any way expoſe it, and occaſion any contention between 
the oppreſſed, and thoſe that are free, he would break a 


revealed law, of the preſent conference. Does this 


rule deſtroy, or incteafe the power of the preachers ? 
They make one law-that new rules ſhall be examined for 


a year, and after that forced upon the ſocieties if they 


think proper, and another law that you ſhall not publiſh, 


hold meetings or do any thing to create contention upon 


this law ! Surely you muſt be ſubject not for wrath but 


conſcience ſake, to ſuch an excelent plan! 


Theſe are all the parts of the letter that have the ſhadow 


of ſacrificing power to the people. The conference ſtill 


retains 


1.6% % 


retaing the power, 1. Of nomiuating leaders and Rewards, 
till the leaders“ or quarterly meetings comply. 2. Of 
cramping ocal preachers in their labours. 3 Of pre- 
venting the people from meeting, or cramping them when 
they meet in their . meaſures, 4. Of * reachers 
into their body, or expelling them. 5 holding 

diſtrict meetings and,conferences, privaten 12 . 
6. Of propoliug and waking what la ws they pleaſe z and 
compelling the people, ta, re ejxe them. 7. The book- 
room, Kingſwogd- {chool 1 phe chers, fung collections, 
are entirely managed. by 8.5 115 cofleQiqn 
18 Rill, notwighllanding, t ce © this, letter, in. 

a great, weaſuke, ugdeg their iofluenge. 

Aſter. making the, trivial alterations are above, 
and retaining! their ay power in, every, £ ing of conſe- 
quence. is it not, amazingly ſyrprifing t9, hear tem Tay, 
Thus, brethren, vr bare, g. ven up 0 greateſt p art 0 
our executive, government into Your. and 53... ele "hae f 
of our e 5 2 oe aur J e al a Son- 
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theſe thingy 237 The gave 1 i on. 155 don 
ders of the preache ry, 1B Very th, in portanee. 

There If A Of 14 ONE ing, declaration; 
„There is now nQ19Cichy - Yong us, Who cart be 
received without. the, canicut 105 175 meeting to which 
he belongs t,ngr Gan ALY; appointed, "Bux x port 
the ſame Rlaa, A. a „gig — 1 x N c us,” 
does he Want Tege3vingy,o a n p 18 W fule the 
power of nomination,reaains ip the ba ds of the fuperin- 
rendegt,” cannot he hring any, perlen el wat, w 0 1s Me 
object of hi & choice ; hb "Vat 125 81 

Dhep gaz 1ns IJ ct, x 98-9 190 0 for. ehe 
and union. and our Ports fire to bv Y 10 mind ls, we 
have given up to you far the greateſt part the ſu; perin. 

tendent's authority,” But what, crowns all js, found : in 
theſe words x 55 We. — that qu a ſerious conſideration 
of the regulations we haye agreed. to at this, cagfercnce, 
you will ſee, that the lacrifices, in reſpe& to ae 

18 Wie 
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which we have made on the part of the whale body of 
travelling preachers, evidence our willingneſs to meet our 
brethren in every thing which is conſiſtent with the exiſt- 
ence of the Methodift diſcipline, and our readineſs to be 
their fervapts en ſak e.“ Could not the difcipline 
of Methodiſm exiſt, unleſs the preachers cominate lea- 
ders—cramp local  preachers—prevent. the people from 
meeting, except they ſubmit to refiritions degrading 
to Eugliſhmen? Does the exiſtence of Methodiſm require 
the preachers to appoint or expel” the members of their 
own body —to meet alone in the diſt tic meetings and in 
the confereher, —and'to make what laws they pleaſe ? 

A great deal ef this letter is taken vp. iv derlaratioas 
of ſacrifices, made, and what they have done to preſerye 
the © very exifleuee of Mithodifm,” aud yet When we 
. examine the matter cloſely; we find hardly any thing 
given up, and al the power which is holding retained by 
them. Let any impartial perfon - acquainted with our 
affairs candidly read over what they have publiſhed. with 
theſe remarks, and then let him;afk. hjai{elf, whether, or 
not the conference has made ſuch ſacrifices, as this letter 
| infiouates ? FOE OP BSE 20 1 ˖ % e 42 ein ee, 
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This morniag the following printed paper was read in 
our meeting. It is neceſſary to obſerve, before it be 
inſerted, ar of gave riſe to this 2% af. - 8 

Soon after the conference opened, Mr. Marukk in- 
finuated, that unleſs the junior brethren Would acquit the 
ſenior | preachers, of: charges brought sgainſt them in 
certain publications, reſpecting their being tyrannical-and 
oppreſſive to the people and themſelves, he would not 
chooſe to act in that conference. Laſt night, one of the 
preachers with a large family, after relating this circum- 
{tance, declared it came to this alternative: Sigu or 
depart.” Whether all whoſe names are annexed to it 
acted according to their formerly avowed prin ciples or 
not, thoſe Who are particularly acquainted with them, 
will be able to determine | 100 
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retains the power, 1. Of nominating leaders and ſtewards. 
till the leaders? or quarterly meetings comply. 2. Of 
cramping ocal preachers in their labours. 3 Of pre- 
venting the people from meeting, or cramping them when 
they meet in their meaſures, 4. Of electing preachers 
into their body, or expelling them. 5. Of holding 
diſtrict meetings and caaferences, privateiy by themſelves, 
6. Of propoſiug and making what laws they pleaſe ; and 
compelling the people, to receive them. 7. The book- 
room, Kingſwood- ſchool, and preachers” fund collections, 
are entirely managed by thein. , 8. The yearly collection 
is till, notwifhſtanding the declarations of this letter, in 
a great meaſyxe, undes their iofluenc.. 
after making the, trivial alterations ſpecified above, 
and retaining their owp power in every thing of conſe- 
quence, is it not amazingly ſurprifing fe ear them ſay, 
++. Thus, brethren, we bare, giyey up the greateſt part of 
our executive, government into your. hands z the whole 
of our yearly collectiou to ydur management the con- 
fereuce io this:byfnels 1 authority —the whole 
management of our temporal concerns may now be truly 
ſaid to be inveſted in the quarterly meetings, the diſtrict 
meetings have nothing but a pegative, & c.“ Only exa- 
mine what theſe pages contain, and alk yourſclocs, Are 
theſe things lo? The govergineut {till reſts on the ſhoul- 
ders of the preachers, ih. every, thang of importance. 
There is {ymething/eyzzous in, the following declaration: 
{© There is now, no;19cicty wheer among us, who cart be 
received without the ,conſcut of, that meeting, to which 
he belongs: nor can any, cKicer be appointed. but upon 
the (ame plan If a eig, bilicer, be àmong us,” 
does he want . receiving; 0a.,any plan,? — And while the 
power of nomination reaains in 5 Haygs of the ſuperin- 
rendeat,” cannot he bring any perlon forward, who is the 
object of his choice, . 8 Tii:fs _ Fa (back | A | 
Phep az hy. forty rout gh aur great; loye for. peace 
and union. and our great delire LO fatisfy your minds, we 
have given up to you far the greateſt part of the ſuperin- 
tendent's authority.” But what crowns all is found in 
theſe words 2 5+ We truſt, that on a ſerious conſideration 
of the regulations we have agrecd to at this confercnce, 
you will ſee, that the ſacrifices, in reſpect to uri, 
: | Whie 
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which we have made on the part of the whale bady of 
travelling preachers, evidence our willingneſs to meet our 
brethren in every thing which is conſiſtent with the exiſt- 
ence of the Methodiſt diſcipline, and our readineſs to be 
their fervants „ ok ſake.”* Could not the difcipline 
of Methodiſm exiſt, unleſs the preachers rominate lea- 
ders—cramp local preachers—prevent. the people ſrom 
meeting, except they ſubmit to reſtrictions degrading 
to Engliſhmen ? Does the exiſtence of Methodiſm require 
the preachers to appoiat' or expel" the members of their 
own body—to meet alone in the diſtri meetings and in 
the conference, —and'to make what laws they pleaſe ? 

A. great deal of this letter is taken up, is declarations 
of ſacrifices, made, and what they have done to preſerve 
the © very exiflenee of Muthodifm,” aud yet when we 
examine the matter cloſely, we find hardly any thing 
given up, and a'l the' power which is holding retained by 
them. Let any impartial perfon acquainted with our 
affairs candidly read over what they have pubiiſhed, with 
theſe remarks, and then let him aſk hiniſelf, whether oc 
not the conference has made ſuch ſacrifices, as this letter 
inflouares ? ?: * ne e eee 


This morniag the following printed paper was read in 
our meeting. It is neceſſary to obſerve, before it be 
inſerted, what gave riſe to this 2% 2@. 

Soon after the conference opened, Mr. Marukx in- 
finuated, that unleſs the junior brethren Would acquit the 
ſenior preachers, of charges brought againſt them in 
certain publications, reſpecting their being tyrannical and 
oppreſſive to the people and themſelves, he would not 
chooſe to act in that conference. Lalit night, one of the 
preachers with a large family, after relating this circum- 
{tance, declared it came to this alternative: Sign or 
depart.” Whether all whoſe names. are annexed to it 
acted according to their formerly avowed” pri: ciples or 
not, thoſe who are particularly acquainted with them, 
will be able to determine: | 
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To the Members and Friend: 
OF THE 


METHODIST SOCIETIES. 


19 unkind teſfections having been thrown out, in 
certain publications, concerning ſuch ot the ſenior 

preachers as are ſaid to direct and manage our connexion, as 

if they were Tyrants- and» Oppreſſors,“ and the: other 

preachers but mere“ Cyphers,” We, whoſe names are 

under-written, think it our duty ro repel ſuch reflections by 
declaring, That, inſtead of confidering our ſenior brethren 

in the light of Tyrants and Oppreſſors,“ we feel ourlelves . 
under great obligations to them, for their, extraordinary 
labour and fatigue in the ſervice ofithe Conference, We are 
latisfied, that, their piety, abutics,.. faithfulneſs, diligence, 
uſetulneſs, and lung continuance in the work of the miniſtry, 
entitle them to the reſpe{t aod efteem of the whole con- 
nexion.— And though' we. are taught by our Saviour, to 
call no man Mafter upon eatth ;* yet, regarding them as 
our Fathers, we concerve'tt our duty to hear them fpexak in 
our conferences with that de terence which is due to their age 
and charatter ; eſpecially, as we are perſuaded they hase 
greatly contributed to keep the budy one in the Lord. We 
ſhould think it an honour, to waſh, their feet; and our debre 
and prayer 15, to follow them as they have {fullowed Chriſt! . 


* ” * 


Man F e FW | 
What is the defipn of this paper? Have none of the 
fenior preathets opprefied the people, and ated tyranni- 
cally? Have not many of the preachers been like 
cypbers“ compared with them? Have they greatly 
contributed to keep the body one,“ or have their meaſures 
compelled many of the. focieties. to divide? If jeſus 
Chriſt has commanded us to call no man Mafter upon 
earth, is it right that any number of -preachers ſhould take 
chis CharaQer, and others be ſubject a their will? Is it 
not cruel to require the junior preachers to ſign a paper of 
this nature, to ſanction the meaſures of thoſe who have act- 
ed 1n many things againſt the intereſts of the people? And 
to require them either to ſign or quit the connexion, is a 
circumſtance that muſt be viewed with horror, by every 
| impartial 
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impartial obſerver. Does not this paper prove to a de- 
monſtration, that tyranny and oppreſſion are manifeſt in the 
connexion? Are not the preachers Who ſigned this paper, 
rather to be pitied than condemned? Though it was 
ſigned by g6 of them, on the impulſe of the moment, yet, 
we cannot think many of them would have given their ſig- 
- natures, had they properly conſidered the conſequences, 
N. B. An attempt was made in the conference, for a few 
preachers to ſuperintend the whole connexion. It was de- 
ſig ned for each of them to have a number of circuits under 
his care, as a kind of dioceſe, and to preſide over them as 
a travelling biſhop. But this motion was rejected by a 
great majority of the preachers. | 

But what follows, will aftoaiſh-every perſon properly 
acquainted with the' Methodiſt connexion. The confer- 
- ence have enacted, that My: Mather is requeſted to wifit 
our ſocieties, towhich be,is invited by the, ſuperintendents of the 
circuits reſpeAively ; and to give advice when applied to, 
concerning preaching -hiuſes, or any thing elſe relating to the 
connexion 3 and * to inform the ſuperintendents, on applica- 
tion, what preachers remain on the liſt of reſerve, and can go 
out to 2 This law Was paſſed almoſt unanimouſly. 


* 


. 


N. B. Notwithſtanding we are conſtrained to ſeparate from 
our brethren, we hope, that we ſhall ever be ready to 
give them the right-hand of fellowſhip,; therefore, 
members of the Old Connexion will be admitted at 
Love-feaſts or Sacrament, | | | 
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Sold by T. HANNAM, Bookſeller, Leeds, and may be 
had of all the Preachers in the NEM CON NEXION: 


FLETCHER's LIFE, 
Pocket Size, Fine Paper, in Boards, Price Nine-pence. 


WESLEY's PRIMITIVE PHYSIC, 
Price Nine-pence. 


THOMAS A'KEMPIS, 
A Neat Small 


HYMN BOOK, 


Containing . of a. Hymns, chiefly intended 
for Prayer meetings, Price One Shilling. 


(In the Preſs, and will be publiſhed in a few Weeks,) 
THE LARGE HYMN BOOK, 
In a very ſmall Size, and printed on wove Paper ; 


which will be added near One Hundred Feſtival 2 
Sacramental Hymns, 


Bound in Sheep 2s, 6d. in Calf 2s. 


